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[A:] Why do you say so? There is waste in it. We are all fitted for
different kinds of work. We may be so preoccupied with other work as not to
find even half an hour's time for spinning. I notice Mahadev sitting up even
at midnight to do his spinning. I also saw Maulana Mahomed Ali busy spin-
ning even at midnight during the conference and then I wonder to what pur-
pose all this could be.
That these friends have to do their spinning at midnight
merely suggests unmethodical habits, and want of the "time
sense", that is all.
[A:] Apart from the half an hour imposition, I feel that other things
have been thrown into the background since you began to talk of concentra-
tion on spinning. So much energy is taken up in khaddar work that the
urgent need of checking the drink and drug evils is practically overlooked.
In recommending spinning my sole idea has been to place
before the country a programme, which would easily appeal to the
common mind and also be a unifying force. It excludes nothing.
Picketing of liquor shops was given up because of the fear of vio-
lence, not in order to concentrate on khaddar. It is not neces-
sary to lay so much emphasis on the other items of the programme
as on khaddar. All agree that drink should be avoided. There is
nothing new in this to tell the people. There will be some who
will continue to drink even though swaraj is established. These
must be tackled after swaraj.
[A;] Is not a strenuous movement for the abolition of the opium tra-
ffic immediately called for? The country is convinced that it is*
I believe it.
[A:] Are you aware that women labourers in the mills drug their babies
with opium?
Yes, but don't say that the thing has begun to eat into our
vitals. Don't imagine that the country will allow it to gain more
ground. As for the babies, you have the question of education
f the labourers, the question of medical aid, the question of the
number of hours for which women labourers should be made to
work and numerous other questions connected with their protec-
tion.
[A:] When you settled upon the threefold programme of untouchability,
Hindu-Muslim unity and khaddar, and left out the question of drink, it struck
me as a sad omission.
No, I never forgot it There is really nothing new to tell the
people about it.